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to/para Adela Mazzolenis

5. O magnum mysterium
for 8-part mixed choir a cappella

Andrés Jan (2003)

Copyright © 2008 by Cantus Quercus Press  CQ2805
1275 Hendrix Avenue, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360, USA

The text is part of a responsory from the Office of Matins on Christmas Day in the Roman liturgy. The 
anonymous medieval text may be translated as follows: O great mystery and wondrous sacrament that 
animals should see the newborn Lord lying in a manger. To this had been added the refrain, Noel! 

The music is No. 5 of Seven Christmas Motets, composed by Andrés Miguel Jan, of San Carlos de 
Bariloche, Rio Negro Province, Argentina. Maestro Jan (b.1961)  is a high school principal and 
Director of the Children and Youth Choristers of Bariloche.  He is also the principal force behind the 
annual spring Festival of Choirs and choral master classes (Cita Primavera) in Bariloche which attracts 
participants from many places.   Cover illustration: Catédral Nuestra Señora del Nahuel Huapi, San 
Carlos de Bariloche.
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