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For SSATB voices a cappella

Come, let us worship and bow down

(Ecco, piegando le ginocchia a terra riverente t'adoro)
Music by Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)

Words from Psalms 95 & 96

        Monteverdi was 38, maestro di cappella for the Duke of Mantua, and at the height of his 
powers when his Fifth Book of Madrigals for Five Voices was published in Venice in 1605. 
Number 7 of the 19 madrigals in the book was Ecco, piegando le ginocchia a terra riverente 
t'adoro, or, See, bending my knees to the ground, I worship you reverently (and I beg you for 
forgiveness, but not for my life). The madrigal was one of several in a song cycle using verses 
from Il Pastor Fido (The Faithful Shepherd), a play by Battista Guarini. We have relied on the 
Malipiero edition (1926-1942) of Monteverdi's works.
        This transcription replaces the secular text with a Biblical one, a practice often entertained by 
composers of the period who wrote both sacred and secular music in the same style and frequently 
re-used their own musical material in this way. The original is set one tone higher (in Gm). All 
dynamic markings are editorial.  Malipiero suggested Lento, ma non Troppo for the tempo of the 
madrigal. A somewhat more upbeat tempo may be in order for the sacred text. -W.S.

Copyright © 2000 by Cantus Quercus Press, CQ2019
1275 Hendrix Avenue, Thousand Oaks, California 91360, USA
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